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These past several months have 
a been a whirlwind of activities 
for the Rider family.  It reminds 
me of the ÒWhereÕs Waldo?Ó 
books.  We have been in a 

flurry of activities in so many 
locations it seems hard to 
remember where we have been 
and at what time.  Joe got the 
opportunity to make a short trip to 
England to teach and participate 
in a personnel 
administrators 
training event for 
all of 
Francophone 
Africa.  It was a 
wonderful time 
for Joe as he 
taught a 
session on 
personal 
integrity.  

During his 
time there, he had a day 
to travel to Oxford and visit many 
historical sites.     Oxford is made 
up of over 30 different colleges.  
Men like John and Charles 
Wesley and C.S. Lewis once 
walked those gargoyle lined 
streets.  At the end of the 8-day 
course, Joe traveled via train to 

Liverpool.  Many people have asked, ÒWhy Liverpool?Ó  
Liverpool has a tremendous history as many a 
missionary has sailed to the Òuttermost parts of the 
worldÓ from the Albert docks.  It is also the home of 
JoeÕs favorite football/soccer club, Liverpool F.C.  A day 
and a half later, he rode by train again, but this time for 
a day in London before returning to Cameroon.  This 

was a great time of refreshing after a hard year in his 
new role as personnel director for over 200 people.  
During the week following his return he was involved in 
two medical evacuations.  One never knows what the 
Lord has in store for us around the corner.  In the book 
Battlefield of the Mind there is the following passage 
which has spoken directly to Joe.

ÒWhen the Lord asks His people to do something, 
there is the temptation to wait for Ôa convenient 
seasonÕ (Acts 24:25).  There is always the tendency 
to hold back until it wonÕt cost anything or be so 
difficult.  I encourage you to be a person who is not 

afraid of responsibility.  In meeting 
resistance you will build your 

strength.  If you only do 
what is easy, you will 
always be weak.  God 
expects you and me to be 
responsible and take care of 
everything He gives us... 

Can you guess 
the meaning 
of this short 

proverb?

“A stranger 
antelope 

from a far 
off  field 

falls 
headlong 
into the 

pit.”

Find the 
meaning and 

application on 
the back of 

this 
newsletter.

Roars out to 
the Lion of  the 
Tribe of  Judah

Continued Prayer - for 
Donna as she has taken on 
even more responsibilities.  
She will soon be handing off  
some responsibilities to the 
Construction & Maintenance 
manager but she will Þrst 
need to teach him the 
software program.

Pray -  for Tyler as he has 
chosen an university and 
starts preparing for life at 
university in the U.S.  He will 
have to say many sad good-
byes this year.

Praise - God for JoeÕs time 
teaching at the Wycliffe-UK 
center in Horsleys Green, 
England, in a course for 
personnel administrators for a 
week during last June & July.

Pray - for healing in JoeÕs left 
knee.  It wakes him up in the 
middle of  the night.  He has 
lost quite a bit of  sleep during 
this rainy season.  He must be 
getting old.

the



Éto do something with it that 
will produce fruit.  If we do not use the gifts  

and talents that He has given us, then we are not 
being responsible over what He has entrusted us.Ó  

God doesnÕt always give us easy tasks to do.  Looking 
back over the first year or so as Personnel Director, it 
has been at times trying, exhausting, and sometimes 
just an outright difficult period for Joe.  God has been 
gracious through it all and He has supplied all that was 
needed.  Whether it has been wisdom, energy or 
graciousness, God has always been and always will be 
Jehovah Jirah.

Donna continues to hold 
down the fort and keep 
the family going.  She 
has just finished closing 
the books and taking 
care of the inventory for 
two departments.  She 
is a real blessing filling 
her many roles as only 
she can.  

Tyler (12th grade) has 
recently been accepted 
into the engineering 
program at John Brown 
University for which we 
are thankful.  He is 
extremely excited and 
already has some plans 
to room with a friend, 
who is also a 
missionary kid from 
Cameroon.  Tyler had 
his 18th birthday in 
October.  Where has 
the time gone from 
when that little blond-
haired boy was asking 

how something worked and why was it made that way?

Austin (9th grade) has been busy with playing on the 
senior soccer team at Rain Forest International School.  
This team is the equivalent of a varsity squad in the 
U.S.  He has the heart of a lion even though he is the 
smallest player on the team.  Austin can be found in 
multiple positions on the field.  He is quite a well-
rounded player.  

He is also doing well in his academic classes just like 
his older brother.  He loves math and science.

Currently, we are still trying to raise some 
extra funds (around $2000) to buy 2 metal 
soccer goals for Rain Forest International 
School where Joe coaches 3 different soccer 
teams. The termites like our wooden goals 
way too much!

Please send a note attached to your gift to 
Wycliffe Bible Translators with the project 
name and number: RFIS Phase I Project #4788
Please let us know via e-mail if you are giving 
something towards the soccer goals so that it 
will go specifically to purchase of the goals.  
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“Look before 
you leap.”

One can easily get 
into trouble in a 

foreign land and so 
this calls for cau-
tion.  One should 
not be presumptu-
ous nor take the 
lead in matters in 
which one is not 

versed.
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